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Numismatic Dept. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York. 


Gentlemen : - 


We have recently had brovght to us 
a silver coin,found this summer on the beach of 
Santa Barbara, California. 

It measures 282 mm in diameter,and 
iS. 2. mms bhlek. 

Gives us the impression of being a 
gfenuine product of the orient,probably sout-easterm 
Asia.Further we have not had the temerity to guess. 

Am enclosing an enlarged photograph 
ef this object, ,and ask if you will Kindly give ve a4 
brief note as to its place of origin,date,etc., 
also of how abundantly it oceurs in numismatic 
eolleetions of our country. | 

Inelosed is self addressed and stamped 
envelope for your kindly reply,and I thank you in advan 


Cordially, 
DB, fregea/ 


David Banks Rogers,Curator. 


December 16,1930 


David Banks Rogers, "sq. 

Curator, Santa Museum of Natural History 
Santa Barbara, Calif. | 
Dear Sir: 


The piece of which you sent a photograph and which is) 


talismn, It was mde in India snd depicts some scenes in Hindu 
pin wwe espec jJally that that has to do site praamtscats the Monkey God. 
They are knom as Ramatankas. inodek. Sia were primerily made 
for Hindus, they evidently were sold in the bazaars to tourists, pro-— 
bably as coins, as we find that many of them were brought to this 

| 
country. They are, for the most part, not old; as a matter of fact 
I think they are still being mde. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator. 


* 


